Temporal bone fractures.
Temporal bone fractures represent a frequent source of morbidity and are often associated with fatal injuries in the head trauma patient. The initial care of these patients may be the responsibility of the emergency room physician or the neurosurgeon. The treatment of temporal bone fractures is often postponed because more pressing injuries may exist. However, it should be stressed that an otolaryngologist be consulted as soon as feasible because future rehabilitation is dependent on the initial examination.